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ñYea, though I  walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort meò.                                             Psalm 23:4 

 

Giving Praise and Honor to the Grand Architect of the Universe, the Creator, the Pre-

server and the Redeemer. The same Grand Architect that was the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 

 
To: the Most Worshipful Grand Master or representative of the several Jurisdictions repre-

sented here today. To the Honorable Ramsey Davis, Grand Master, Jurisdiction of Georgia: 

To the official representatives of Jurisdictions in which the Grand Masters could not be pre-

sent: Past Grand Master Gilbert Tyler, representing the Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of 

Virginia; Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Fredrick B. Summers, representing the 

Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of Massachusetts; Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden 

Jackie Roberson, representing the Grand Master of North Carolina, Past Grand Chancellor, 

Jean-Claude Hertz, Representing the Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of France; Right Wor-

shipful Senior Grand Warden Milos Nenezic and RWGS Viada Zecevic Representing the 

Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of Serbia. 

Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Curtis Mansel, Sr., 33° 
Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden, Lewis Nelson, Jr., 33° 
Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden, E. Spenser Scott, 32° 
Right Worshipful Grand Treasurer, Curtis B. Carter, 33° 
Right Worshipful Grand Secretary, Edward M. Gibson, 33° 
Right Worshipful Grand Tyler, Leon Harden, 32° 
Right Worshipful Grand Chaplain, John C.Will iams, 32° 
Right Worshipful Grand Trustees; Milton J. Bobo, 33°, Joseph H. Wilbome, 33°,  
Johnell E. Mack, 33°, Christopher Major, Jr., 33°, Tyrone R. Harper, 33°, Silas J. Will iams, 
33°, and Leroy Porterfield, 33°, Right Worshipful Grand Trustee Emeritus. 
Past Grand Master Emeritus Rufus H. Foster, 33°, Past Grand Masters: Lomis Gist, 33°, 
Rollins Edwards, 33°, Ronald D. Ray, 33°, Charles W. Davenport, 33°, Lonnie Hosey, 33°, 
Alonzo Haynes, 33°, Edward M. Gibson, 33°, and Visiting Past Grand Masters. 



Appointed Grand Lodge Officers; Worshipful Masters, Wardens, and Brothers; Visiting 

Grand Lodge Officers and Brothers. 

To Sister Juanita Edwards, Grand Worthy Matron, Prince Hall Grand Chapter Order of the 

Eastern Star for the State of South Carolina, Brother Herman Rivers, Grand Worthy Patron, 

Grand Chapter Officers, Worthy Matrons, Worthy Patrons, Eastern Stars and Visiting Grand-

Chapter Officers and Stars. 

 

To All Concordant, Appendant, Affiliate and Adoptive Bodies, owing allegiance to this Most 

Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of South 

Carolina; Friends and Neighbors, Boys and Girls: 

 

Greetings & Good Afternoon to All: 
 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. These words as expressed in the 23rd Psalm 

and the fourth verse are as relative today as they were last year. They remind us that 

throughout life, we are confronted with Valley experiences. Valley experiences on our Jobs, 

Valley experiences within our families, Valley experiences within our Lodges and Chapters, 

and Courts, and Temples, and Councils and Homes and within our Churches. Each of us in 

the last twelve months had some kind of valley experience in our life. The "Our God" in our 

theme for the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of South Carolina reminds us in-

whom we should put our trust and who we need in order to get through our Valley experi-

ences. There may have been someone sitting on your left or right last year that is no longer 

on this side of Jordan. At this time I will call upon our Grand Chaplain Reverend Brother 

John C. Williams to invoke the blessings of the Grand Architect of the Universe upon us and 

this assemblage. 

 

Prayer by Grand Chaplin 
 

Let us all thank Reverend Brother Williams and his staff for getting us started off on the 

right foot, holding onto Godôs unchanging hand. To our visitors; On behalf of the Master 

Masons of South Carolina we welcome each of you to our Annual Communication; for we 

know nothing that could be finer than to have you with us in South Carolina on this Tuesday 

afternoon, where there are beautiful places, kind hearts and plenty of smiling faces. It is 

great to have friends like you that traveled from far and near to share in our 141st Annual 

Communication. We are so very grateful to you for your interest in South Carolina and we 

appreciate the contributions your presence has made to our session. Make yourself at home 

and stay as long as you like. When your heart has been filled with the goodness of South 

Carolina, it is our prayer that God will shield and safely guide your steps back to your sev-

eral destinations. 

 

 



Also, I would like to thank the Brothers and Sisters of South Carolina for first putting your 

trust in me to serve as your Grand Master for the last twelve months and secondly for your 

deeply appreciated support for the basic principles of Free Masonry. Your devotion to the 

charity of man has made a mighty big difference in Valley experiences of many lives in the 

last twelve months. Your untiring effort has touched the lives of our youth, the needy and 

the elderly. 

 

Necrology 
 

"Our God": "Remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come 

not, nor years draw nigh, when thou shalt say; I have no pleasure in them". The 13th verse 

of Ecclesiastes sums up the first twelve verses by stating: "Let us hear the conclusion of 

the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of 

man.ò 

 

Knowing that is the case we as wise users of our time shall provide eight hours to the ser-

vice of our Creator and the distressed, eight hours to our usual vocations, and eight hours to 

our family, refreshment and sleep. We expect to live three score and ten and by strength and 

the grace of God four scores and more, but the word of God indicates you should always be 

ready, for we know neither the time nor the hour our journey will end in this Valley. 

 

Without warning the Journey ended for 189 Master Masons during the last twelve months. 

They were plucked like a flower from the garden of South Carolina, and called from Labor 

to their just reward in Heaven.  Right Worshipful Grand Chaplain Reverend Brother John C. 

Williams will conduct the Lodge of Sorrow in honor of our fallen Brothers at 3:15pm today. 

It is my desire that each of us be in attendance to give our final respect to our fallen Broth-

ers. At this time I call upon Assistant Grand Chaplain Reverend Brother Mckinley Neal to 

lead us in a song and a word of prayer for our Brothers whose journey has ended. 

 

Thank you Reverend Brother Neal and thank you my Brothers and Sisters. 

 

Let us take the example presented here to remember now thy creator in the days of thy 

youth, before the evil days come, before the years mount up too greatly upon our shoulders; 

before our eyes dim and we can't see how to read the writing, before, we can't hear the 

words, before we can't sleep the whole night and wake up before the Rooster crows, and be-

fore the cord is cut and the journey has ended. For the conclusion of the whole matter; is our 

whole duty as men and women is to serve God. 

 

State of the Nation: 
 

We as Americans are obligated by our citizenship to fight for our country so that our chil-

dren and grand children can enjoy the same freedom we enjoy. We have husbands  



and wives, and sons and daughters and even mothers and fathers serving in Afghanistan and 

Iraq and other places throughout the World fighting semi-conventional wars for the cause of 

freedom. We solicit your prayers that the missions our soldiers are fighting are winnable and 

each of our loved ones will return home safely. 

 

Barack Obama was elected the 44th President for all the people of the United States on No-

vember 4th 2008. He inherited many valley experience opportunities: an economy in trou-

ble, a nation dependant upon foreign oil, a War in Iraq, a War in Afghanistan, and the threat 

of nuclear proliferation in Iran. All these valley experiences can be overcome if we remem-

ber in whom we put our trust. President Obama in one year has made good progress in con-

trolling those valley experiences. We can assist him in conquering those valley experiences 

if we as sons and daughters of former slaves and sons and daughters of former owners sit 

down together at the table of brotherhood and support the president we elected because 

America needed a change. "Yes We Can" if we have a purpose and a will to work. 

 

State of the State: 

 
Participation in the civil process of our state is paramount to good citizenship. The eco-

nomic crisis of the country in general is affecting our state specifically. Actions our legisla-

tors take at the State House can affect us in our counties, in our cities and in our own 

houses. We gave our leaders our support to get them into office; therefore it is incumbent 

upon us to support them while they are in office. While on the other hand, their actions 

should be representative of our will. Teen pregnancy, drugs and teen violence on the streets 

and in schools are growing concerns in which we should be looking to our elected officials 

to provide leadership and solutions. We are loosing our youth faster than we can grow them. 

It seems like the state is building Prisons at a faster rate than it is building High Schools. 

Taking part in the civil process, voting, holding office, and holding those in office account-

able is all part of our civic duty but saving our children is our moral and social duty, if we 

have a purpose and a will to work. 

 

State of the Craft: 

 
I Corinthians 13:1-2: ñThough I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 

not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 

gift of prophecy, and understanding all mysteries, and knowledge; and though I have all 

faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.ò 

 

It is my contention that we as Leaders, we as Masons and Eastern Stars, we as Leaders and 

Members of the several houses of masonry should have as our Leadership Principle: a Pur-

pose and a will to work. The Theme of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 

South Carolina provides us with the purpose; "Our God, Our Children and Our Heritageò. 

 



But we have to provide the will to work. We have to put God first in all our undertakings, be 

always supportive of our children and never forget our heritage. I am happy to say our 

theme has widely been used throughout the state, at Masonic functions, Eastern Star func-

tions and at various other Prince Hall family functions. The basis of a leadership principle is 

that it should permeate from the top to the bottom and from the bottom to the top. Thank 

you my brothers and sisters for embracing a change in philosophy and giving it a chance to 

improve the lot for us all. With your assistance we have dramatically increased our presence 

in the churches by having our public services as part of, or in conjunction with various 

Churches regular Sunday morning worship services. This past year Prince Hall Masonic 

Lodges made 81 Church visitations and donated $15,499 to youth groups of those churches. 

We have made our youth a first priority and a key component to all of our services. We are 

encouraging our youth with training and scholarships. We are recognizing our Senior Ma-

sons at our banquets and our life membership programs. We were pleased to honor several 

of our seniors this past year. We honored Brother Ben Wallace from Dunbarton Lodge #371 

of Barnwell, South Carolina as the oldest mason. He was 107 years young. Brother Boise 

Wingate from Ebenezer Lodge #436 was the oldest Worshipful Master at 87 years old. 

Brother Jake Abraham from Ocean View Lodge #325 had the most years as a master mason 

with 68 years. Brother E. Spenser Scott RWJGW will give recognition to the oldest Master 

Mason from each Masonic District at the Amateur Hour at the Grand Lodge program to-

night. RWGL Brother Cedric Tidwell is collecting and documenting our histories as it per-

tains to our Grand Bodies, Districts and subordinate bodies. The District Deputies laid 16 

Cornerstones at 16 Churches in 2009. We are remembering our Masons in the armed ser-

vices with our Veterans concerns and issues workshop held this past year and with the 

Prince Hall Military Digest of South Carolina. We are developing our young masons with 

the 100 question Worshipful Master Basic Training program. Thank you again because we 

as leaders must have a purpose and a will to work at accomplishing that purpose therefore it 

is paramount we use the time wisely. 

 

I Corinthians 13:13: ñAnd now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest 

of these is charity.ò  The Prince Hall Masonic Houses of South Carolina and the District 

Deputies has done an outstanding job contributing to charity in keeping with the tenants of 

masonry. We are proud to report that the recorded donations to charity from the Prince Hall 

Masonic Houses were $208,978 and from the Masonic Districts were $48,064. The total 

contributions for 2009 were $257,042. 

 

Fraternal Relations 
 

The Prince Hall Grand Lodge has supported all the Houses of Prince Hall Family and they 

have supported the Grand lodge. We look forward to this close relationship in the future. 

The Knights Templar under the leadership of Brother 0. D. Berry has gone out of its way to 

provide escort services for the Grand Lodge at its public functions. The Holy Royal Arch 

Masons led by Brother James Blake has continued to assist the Grand Lodge with the Past 

Master Degree, we thank the York rite Masons for their participation and assistance. There  




